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Curriculum for Veterinary Medicine
Abridged version
 

Objectives

NVH shall educate Veterinary Surgeons who: 
· have the necessary basic knowledge and skills within the field of veterinary medicine to enable them to start their professional careers within all the various core areas of the profession, but who are even better prepared to start working within the area they have studied in depth during the final year  
· have insight into the fundamental scientific principles which are the prerequisites for all knowledge in the field of veterinary medicine, and who are capable of building upon this insight and applying it in their professional life
· are able to carry out independent problem solving and life long learning
· acknowledge the intrinsic value of animals in their own right, and act as ambassadors for animal protection and welfare
· are able to communicate and cooperate with other people and treat them with  respect 
Career Opportunities
The programme qualifies candidates for a wide spectrum of jobs within the veterinary profession, and other work requiring competence in medical science and biology - 
e.g. private practice with production animals, companion animals and horses, and food safety/public health work, fish health, animal welfare, slaughter house management, pharmaceutical industry, teaching, research etc.    
 
Duration, Blocks, Courses and Credits
The programme is five and a half years long – divided into 11 semesters – with a total of 330 ECTS credits.  Most teaching is carried out in the national language, Norwegian.
The first six semesters cover preclinical studies and are organised in blocks. Students take mixed clinical rotations in semesters 8 + 9. Final clinical exams are taken in either semester 9 or 10.  During the final year students follow one of five differentiations.
First Year
	First Semester: 
	Second Semester:

	Block 1 Animal Biology,

7,5 ECTS Credits
	Block 2 Cell Biology continues, 27 ECTS Credits

	Block 2 Cell Biology, (13 weeks)
	Block 3 Population Medicine, 9 ECTS 

	
	Block 4 Integrated Anatomy + Physiology


Second Year
	Third Semester
	Fourth Semester

	Block 5 Animal Nutrition, 7,5 ECTS credits
	Block 6 Principles of Immunity + Disease,

21 ECTS credits

	Block 4 continues, Integrated Anatomy + Physiology, 36 ECTS credits
	Block 7 Veterinary Microbiology + Parasitology


Third Year
	Fifth Semester
	Sixth Semester

	Block 7 continues, Veterinary Microbiology + Parasitology, 24 ECTS credits
	Block 8 continues, Veterinary Pharmacology + Toxicology, project presentations

	Block 8 Veterinary Pharmacology + Toxicology, 16 ECTS credits
	Block 9 Food Safety, 25 ECTS credits

	
	Propaedeutic course in clinical work, 14 half days throughout semester 1,5 ECTS credits

	
	Block 10 Animal Housing, Animal Welfare + Laboratory Animal Science 5 ECTS credits


Fourth Year
	Seventh Semester
	Eighth Semester



	Introduction to Diagnostic Work,  includes clinical work with production animal medicine, companion animal medicine, equine medicine, pathology, obstetrics, reproduction, laboratory animals, clinical chemistry + other diagnostic tools 30 ECTS credits
	Parts of this semester may be offered in English when exchange students are present
Diseases in Wildlife + Semi-Domesticated Reindeer, 1,5 ECTS credits

	
	Mixed clinical rotations including weekend and night shifts:
Companion Animal + Equine Medicine 

16,5 ECTS credits

Production Animal Medicine, 

16,5 ECTS credits

Food Inspection + Diagnosis of Infections, 

3 ECTS credits

Aquatic Animal Medicine + Fish Health, 

6 ECTS credits

Pathology 9 ECTS credits


Fifth  + Sixth Years
	Ninth Semester
	Tenth  + Eleventh Semesters

	(Insemination of Production Animals, obligatory course for those students taking the differentiation in production animals, 1,5 ECTS)
Mixed clinical rotations including weekend and night shifts: 

Production Animal Medicine + final clinical exam 16,5 ECTS credits

Companion Animal + Equine Medicine + final clinical exams, 16,5 ECTS credits
	Differentiation year
Students follow one of the following 5 differentiations:

Production Animal Medicine

Companion Animal Medicine

Equine Medicine

Aquatic Medicine

Food Safety

For list of courses see separate sheet
The year is divided as follows:

	State Veterinary Medicine, 4,5 ECTS credits
Epidemiology, 1,5 ECTS credits

Food Inspection + Diagnosis of Infections, field work at Sandnes, 3 ECTS credits
	19 weeks of obligatory courses, 28,5 ECTS credits

11 weeks of elective courses + reading weeks, 16,5 ECTS credits

10 weeks thesis work, 15 ECTS credits


Courses Offered During Differentiation Year

P = Students taking differentiation in Production Animal Medicine

S = Students taking differentiation in Small Animal Medicine

H = Students taking differentiation in Equine Medicine

F = Students taking differentiation in Food Safety

A = Students taking differentiation in Aquatic Medicine
	Course Title
	Language
	Obligatory for
	Elective 
for
	Duration + ECTS Credits
	Time

	Management
	Norwegian
	All students
	………
	2 weeks/3 
	Spring

	Planning research + writing a thesis 
	Norwegian/English
	All students
	………
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn  Spring

	Food Safety in the Meat Chain
	Norwegian
	M
	All 
	2 weeks/3
	Autumn

	Food Authority + Production Hygiene
	Norwegian
	M
	All 
	3 weeks/3
	Autumn

	Control of disease, safe food + animal welfare
	Norwegian
	M + P
	All 
	2 weeks/3
	Autumn

	Herd Health
	Norwegian/English
	P
	All 
	2 weeks/3
	Autumn  Spring

	Insemination of Production Animals
	Norwegian 
	P
	All 
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn

Spring

	Sedation, anaesthesia and treatment of pain
	Norwegian/English
	H + S
	P
	2 weeks/3
	Autumn

	Radiology, horses
	Norwegian
	H
	………
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn

	Radiology, Small Animals
	Norwegian
	S
	………
	2 weeks/3
	Spring

	Clinical Pathology, Small Animals
	Norwegian
	S
	P, 5 places
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn + Spring

	Clinical Pathology, horses
	Norwegian
	H
	………………..
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn

	Clinical Microbiology
	Norwegian
	H + S
	All
	1 week/1.5
	Spring

	Working as  self-employed
	Norwegian/English
	…………….
	All 
	2 days
	Spring

	Veterinary Ophthalmology
	English, NOVA, NVH
	…………….
	S, 10 places for NVH students 
	1 week/1.5
	Spring

	Oncology in Veterinary Medicine
	Norwegian/English
	…………….
	All, 5 places for NVH students
	2 weeks/3
	Spring




	Course Title
	Language
	Obligatory for
	Elective for
	Duration + Credits
	Time

	Ultrasound, Small Animals
	Norwegian
	…………….
	S
	1 week/1.5
	To be decided

	Nutrition/Feeding of sick animals
	Norwegian
	…………….
	All, 30 places
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn

	Birds + Rodents
	Norwegian
	…………….
	S + all
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn

	Reproduction + obstetrics, small animals
	Norwegian/English
	…………….
	All 
	1 week/1.5
	Spring

	Practical work with herds
	Norwegian
	…………….
	All 
	1 week periods/1.5
	Spring

	Pigs
	Norwegian
	…………….
	P
	2 weeks/3
	Spring

	Small Ruminant Medicine + Lambing
	Norwegian/English
	…………….
	P + possibly others, space permitting
	2 weeks/4.5
	Spring

	Flock Health, small ruminants
	Norwegian
	…………….
	P
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn

	Large Ruminants, advanced
	Norwegian/English
	……………..
	P
	2 weeks/3
	Autumn

	Feed, disease + loss of production, cattle
	Norwegian/English
	……………..
	P
	1 week/1.5
	Spring

	Reproduction, horses
	Norwegian
	…………….
	P + H
	1 week/1.5
	Spring

	Surgery, production animals
	Norwegian
	…………….
	All, limited number of  places
	1 week/2
	Spring

	Animal Health + Business Management
	Norwegian
	……………..
	All 
	1 week/1.5
	Spring

	Control of Contagious Disease
	English,

NOVA, KVL
	……………
	All, limited number of places
	1 week/1.5
	August

	Animal Welfare
	Norwegian/English
	…………….
	All
	2 weeks/1.5
	Autumn

	Health + Welfare of Reindeer + Other Deer
	English or Norwegian
	…………….
	All 
	2 weeks/1.5
	Autumn

	Food Safety -  meat production from deer and sea mammals
	English or Norwegian
	…………….
	All
	2 weeks/3
	Autumn

	Bio-Safety + Bio-Security
	Norwegian
	…………….
	All
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn

	Laboratory Animal Science
	Norwegian/English
	…………….
	All
	1 week/1.5
	Autumn

	Advanced Pathology
	Norwegian
	…………….
	S,P,H
	2 weeks/3
	Autumn

	Master Courses in Aquatic Medicine
	English
	…………….
	A + all 
	1 to 3 weeks
	Both semesters

	Master Courses in Food Safety
	English
	…………….
	M+ all 
	1 to 3 weeks
	Both semesters
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